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Lalgudi Jayaraman’s 90th birthday celebration to be held online

Lalgudi Jayaraman’s 90th birthday celebration to be held online

Popular Carnatic violinist and composer Lalgudi Jayaraman’s 90th birthday celebrations will be held online on
September 20 at 5 pm on Lalgudi Jayaraman - God of Violin YouTube Channel.

Save the date

Premiering on
23 YouTube
Lalgudi Jayaraman - God of Violin 3

Chennai: The entire programme is organised with the support of the stry of Culture and the South Zone Cultural
Centre. The online event will be pre-recorded and premiered on the Lalgudi Jayaraman YouTube page. The program
curation is put together by violinists Lalgudi GJR Krishnan and Lalgudi Vijayalakshmi. It will be a confluence of
music, interviews and performance by some of the esteemed artists like Ustad Zakir Hussain, Bombay Jayashree,
Abhishek Raghuram, Koushik Chakraborty and many more. The entire show will be an amalgamation of curated
content, archived concerts, and unseen footage and music of the maestro himself as part of the celebration.

Date: 11th Sept 2020 Publication: Hindu - Friday Review
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Music Lalgudi Jayaraman, the guru par excellence

The Hindu: 2020-09-11
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araman, whose 90th birth

anniversary is next week, was as consummate
a teacher as he was a musician

The class of

LAKSHMI ANAND

eonsummate periurmer
rarely mal

teacher, each requiring
different skil sets.
Ienprtig knowledge

and ‘coming down’ to each
student’s heved, simultanecusly
mmimiug umJ_ abm\.- all.

comparing and contrasting ‘pidis’
with allied ragas o veid any
accidental veering, explaining
which phrases would work an
which wouldn't, and refiren
kritis. Some students were gives
detaled templates in swaram
format, which they could write
down,

The underh meanin

and shrouded. L.:Ll_,'\.u].l I.u.u.mul
h falls

a
=|l|b|)d.|ed ..\JI
king him
notable exception in Carnatic
mssic. His begacy is carrbed forward
by uumuh L|S|.h|ld.|eu G

d Vijayalakshn, bsut
several others who are active
performers and) or adept teachers
themselves.

Jayaraman’s advanced pedagogy
was particularly noticeable in how
he tncoepaated miadhasma [t
3 (unbike most teachers
an several kritis being
muastered before initksting the first
Lalpanaswaram). Vicalist

Ganaparim’ in Natrai in his first
elass, ar the age of nine.

Unique approach

Maragatham Ramaswamy, an

award-winning Virginis-based
1 5

ding kalpanaswasam sequences
can be onerous for beginners. He
came up with the unique approach
of asking students o write down
and practise varbous endings of
thieir own in different counts - 63

is, lor example - then 1o
remaove one note from each. making
the *harder odd-numbered endi
easier b0 cOnCrEtis
nd teacher Vidya

particulas ending, even if scmething
else cameto talam. He was teachitg
us 0o bein total control

e made the ahsiract
easier to grapple with by

=
Jayaraman taught the meaning of all
sangs, with the Instruct 4
niraval be done only with suirable
lines that made sense by
themselves. He preferred the
phrase ‘sanchari bhava® 2 one was
not merely flling but rather nfusing
the selected line with different
shades of the raga sensibly.

Haribatha exponent Vishakha
Hari says, “In*paluku palukulaky
tene” in the Kharaharapr
AN DEE SAMANImEY
would add the word ‘sodharulu’ ar
the end — to make chear who was
unering the honeved words. The
melody had 1o befit the word's
meaning 100 — tene” here should
umh sound like dripping honey.”

Pallavis and layam were part of
class, removing the anxiery both
frequenty elich. Students had to
compose palbvis = homework. In
iroup dasses, each attempeed the
other's pallavis with niraval and
tri-kalim, which he corrected and
refined.

Lyrics were sacrusanct, and
sudents who keamt an instrument
100 were taght throwgh vecals.

“Only after we learned the hyrics
coukd we play i on the instrumers,”
says violinist Vittal Ramanurthy. He
and Padma Shankar, another
viokinis1, expluin that Jayaraman
upened their eves o the
soundscape. “Earlies, 1 could not
imagine usirg cenain fingers for
certain ragss — the grammar
shackled me. He broke it down,
shawing me how to ‘take a photo
with the ear”.” says Padma. Viral
agrees, “He demonstrated that
wiikle the notes might be the same
for some ragas, how we play them
would be very dilferent”

1fa student struggled, nowtion

notake many himself. For

th mind to receive the nuances of
music. Raanl egeasbers istenivg

others, either Jayaraman would

write it oe sk thesm to copy it down_

Teachers always ask sudents to
listen to the recordings of masters.
bur exactly what one should listen
fior bs [requently ineleas. Javacaman
would play concert recordings in
clasa, encouraging snsdens 1o
identify potable spects while
guiding them. Riddles snd puzsles,
Kite-making and telling jokes were
part of class — he wanted 1o expand

Riddles and puzzles,
kite-making and telling
jokes were part of class =
he wanted to expand the
mind to receive the
nuances of music

nsic in
chass. T|)e|=ue|rru.u:.m(ulu
ather towns, beach visits on fulk
maoan nights and magic shows.
Maragatham and Vidya recollect
Jayaranar's own beautful line
drawings. particubarly of elephants.
The maestro appreciaed ll art
forms and was a constant learmer

In minute detail
He took keen interest In his
students” careers. Vittal recoflects
hiks AIR: audition 2rnd how Jayaraman
trained him for success. He would
analyse their concerts in the
mninutest detadl; with eritieism
always coming first but apprecistion
uniailingly comveved. Says Padma
Shankar, “He had mare beliefin us
than we often did n ourselves.”
Jayaraman taught his students

concert ethics, advising violinises
0t 10 show ug corartisteis) o an

keep their accompanists informed if
anything unconventinnal was belng

planned.
Says Raunh, “Si would ask us 1o

ml:m{ every mistake of it would
be “pane with the wind', he

Javaraman gave his all 1o studems
and expected the same from them.
“I always
n of

99% did not exist” Fram
punctuality 1o hand holding
acadenie rigour, Lalgudi jayaraman
orstrated toral comn
every aspect of holistic leaching.

The author writes on cltssical
st and snusicies.

Sudharma celebrates golden jubilea P2 | A concert based on Hindustani thaat P3 | Tribute to composer Mohinder P4

o e

To father,
with love

] o celehrate the Sith hirth anniversary
I af their father and garu, GR Krishnan
and Wgayatakshmi have organised aset
of events that began Lt momth,
disciples froen across the globe pasting
tribute videas. The musical triste series
culminate on September 15
It was extremely emotional to watch
these videas. We oot to kmow so many
aspects of our father through the anecdstes
shared by his many students,” say the
siblings.

On September 17, vacalist Sriram
Parashuram will presen a lec-dem on the
Lalgudi bani. The grand finale of Lalgudi ‘90
will be on September 20 {5 p.m.), 3 theee-
hour event that will have weli-known
dancers and musicians offering tributes. It
will be hosted on the YouTube channel,
Lalgudi Jayaraman - God of Vickn, The
programme iz supperted by the Ministry of
Cuture, Govemment of India, and South
Zane Cuttural Cenire, Tharjavur, Krishman
and Viayatakshimi Fawe partnered with
Kalaheadlra for the event.

L S ek
Brahmanandam, the maestro’
i otk v o T vt

“Thitirthikum kanfeagaiyeen’, a notty swara
compasitian of Jayaraman's father and gura
WA Gapala Iyer, will be perfarmed by Sedha
Raja's Sargam Chai. Sharada Ramanathan
directar of Sringaram, will relive her
expesiences of werking with Jayaraman,
wha was the film's mesic director. Dancars
Rama Vaidyanathan, Shecith Krishna and
Mythili Prasash wil present ‘Mallari
ReSmagined'. 3 track from the mavie

A unigue thematic cancest of the
maestro, heldin 1973 and featring
compasitionsin rags Thock, will be released
Nidwans Limayalparam Sivasaman and Vikl
Winayakram, wha were accom panists at the
cancart, wil share thair wiews. The concert
will be availabte far purchase on Swati
Sanskriti website and Amazon,

The Lalgud family, with Krishnan,
Wijayalaistn, theis cousin Amuradha Sridhr
and her son Arjun Srinivasan on the violin;
and Shrirarm Brahmanandam and kis son
Arun Shricam on the mricangam will present
avarnam compnsed by layaraman.
Harikatha expanent Vishakha Hari wil
present a tak an her guru,

Carmatic and Hindustani expoments alsa
came together ta present ‘The Thillana’
{praduced by Girish Gopalakrishnan and
co-produced by Milsap). Braratanatyam
dancer and guru Rhadha will speak about
her preduction ‘Jaya Jaya Dev,” the music
far which was compased by Jayaraman, The
mangalam, from this peocction, will be
rendered by Sikkil Gurucharan, Gayathwi
Girish and Aizhwarya Vidya Raghunath
accompanied by M. Batachandes on the
mridangam

L will

srilly Lalguei layaraman with
Krﬁhmn and Vijayalaksh,
P T THE 1N RIS

Date: 14th Sept 2020
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Liverpool based Milap helps artists across the world unite for a tribute to
one of India's greatest music icons

Liverpool based Milap helps artists across the world unite for a
tribute to one of India’s greatest music icons

14/09/2020

Somewhere in the world, every few minutes, someone is performing, listening to, or dancing to a composition of
Lalgudi G Jayaraman.

This maestro musician has made an unmatched contribution to the world of Indian Classical Music. A trailblazing performer,

composer and teacher, he has left behind an incredible body of compositions and a host of distinguished artists that he
mentored over the years.

On 17 September 2020, Lalgudi G Jayaraman would have been 90 years old

To mark this occasion, Milap, in association with the Lalgudi Trust, has assembled an extraordinary ensemble of Indian
virtuosos to record a unique version of one of his masterpieces

This brand new music video promises to be one of the highlights of the celebrations, featuring an array of classical Ind
instruments and vocal styles from both the Carnatic and Hindustani music traditions.

It will premiere on Sunday 20th September 2020, as the finale of the Lalgudi 90 Live Event, premiering on the Lalgudi
Jayaraman - God of Violin YouTube channel
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He had not just extraordinary talent,
but was among the greatest musical
minds

Scores of Lalgudi's disciples and
followers are celebrating the maestro’s
90th birth anniversary (September 17) in
several ways. Despite Covid-19, which
has sobered the mood, there is no doubt
that Lalgudi deserves the grandest of
celebrations.

If Lalgudi Jayaraman is household name
in Carnatic music circles, it is not for
ordinary reasons - the man excelled in

everything he did. From his
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Why Lalgudi Jayaraman deserved more - The Hindu 9/21/20, 334 PM

accompaniment credentials to his solo virtuosos, from well-constructed
compositions to operatic music to a large well-trained army of direct and
indirect disciples, from a deep musical understanding to subtle humour,
everything he touched he outclassed.

His recordings are master classes for budding musicians, especially his chiselled
sangathis of compositions. Sadly, our urgent modern routines do not have time
for intelligent reflections and celebrations of masters of the past. That’s a pity.
Lalgudi should ideally be part of the headlines of our music, not a footnote to be
remembered only on occasions. There are three aspects of Lalgudi, especially,
that often get overlooked in a discussion of his career.

As a soloist

Firstly, Lalgudi’s decision to withdraw from being an accompanist. At some
point during the peak of his career, he decided not to accompany but instead to
focus on his blossoming solo career and on other creative pursuits. This was a
loss for co-musicians and for the listening public. Lalgudi was brilliant as an
accompanist,and had made a name as such, playing alongside many stalwarts.
Sadly, that aspect was lost to listeners.

Secondly, knowledge sharing. By all measures, Lalgudi was not justan
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extraordinary talent, but also a great musical mind. But did we get to hear
enough from him? About his experience of playing for greats like GNB, the
Alathur brothers, Madurai Mani Iyer and so on? Did we know about his inner
emotions when he played a song from the trinity’s repertoire? What about his
thoughts on various ragas? Or the awakening that came with his compositions?
Or about his peerless bani? In the handful of lec-dems that one has heard, one
saw Lalgudi’s high standards of preparation, subject coverage, fine
demonstration and crisp language. But why did he not do more? Why did he not
disseminate his knowledge more widely? Perhaps he was born a couple of
decades too early — otherwise he would have been the logical master of lec-
dems in today’s social-media ruled world.

Limited international reach

And lastly, Lalgudi Jayaraman deserved much more from the national and
international stage. He was south India’s match to Ravi Shankar or Zubin Mehta
in every aspect. When he was in his early 30s, Lalgudi was invited to the
Edinburgh festival by the legendary Yehudi Menuhin. But the momentum for
international outreach stopped there. The world should have experienced his
music and thoughts a lot more. Sadly, his own reticence, Carnatic music
industry’s notoriously small ambitions, and the limited fraternity ensured that
his superstar status remained contained.

Lalgudi deserved a celebrity management specialist. Today, he would no doubt
have got one! The fact that he did not digress to other forms of music or modern
cross-boundary collaborations preserved his genius but it also bottled his fame.
Perhaps a concerted campaign can even now unbottle it.

The writer is a classical music critic

and commentator.
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Remembering Padma Bhushan Vidwan Lalgudi G Jayaraman - Millennium Post

Remembering Padma Bhushan Vidwan Lalgudi G
Jayaraman

Shailaja Khanna

As a path breaking musician, creator of his own style or 'bani’, prolific compaoser and a great
teacher, Lalgudi G Jayaraman was the stuff legends are made of. It is appropriate, despite the
physical constraints of the lockdown, his 0th birthday celebrations are equally grand, all-
encompassing and profific.

Thaugh his actual birthday was on September 17, marked by a lec-dem by Dr Sriram Parsuran
the culmination af the celebrations will be on September 20, 5 PM on the YouTube' channel ir
his name ‘Lalgudi jayaraman - God of Violin'.

One of the most spectacular, indeed the highlight of the tributes is simply entitled 'The Thillan
as acknowledgement of his most visible contribution to Carnatic music, with his over 50
‘thillanas’, which were amazingly and mostly composed by the maestro when he was in his 30
Several stalwarts from the world

af Merth Indian and Carmatic music have spontaneously came ferward te participate in this
musical compilation,

The Carnatic musicians include his children Lalgudi GJR Krishnan and daughter Vijaylakshmi,
disciple Bombay Jayashri, niece Jayanthi Kumaresh and grand nephew Abhishek Raghuram,
nadaswaram maestro Injikudi Subramaniam, senlor vocalists Aruna Salram and Sudha
Raghunathan, Mandolin U Rajesh, pianist Anil Srinivasan and mridangam maestro Patri Sathis
Naorth Indian classical musiclans include Ustad Zakir Hussaln (he accompanied the maestra In
concert several times), Kaushiki Chakraverty, Debashish Bhattacharya on slide guitar, Rakesh

Chaurasia and Purbayan Chatterji. The music has been arranged by noted music director Giris

Gopalkrishnan, incidentally also a disciple of Shrl Lalgudi ||

Kaushiki Chakravorty said, '] have zlways been a great fan as | hardly heard anyone so perfect
is  big honeur for me as 'm not even a Carnatic singer and It is a very complex compositian,
I tried to do justice to the compesition with utmast sincerity 2nd respect for him,"

"T'am 50 happy that | could be a part of this project. There was a time when no musician woult
end thelr concert without rendering a Lalgudi Ji thillana’, It did not matter whether you were |
disciple or not. What an oceanic musician, what a well-read and informed mind! Gne could tal
him about Bertrand Russel, or indeed virtually anything,” shared Aruna Sairam.

Anather tribute is 2 dance plece from his award-winning 2007 fim ‘Sringaram’ (unbelievably it
was the only film he composed for). Rama Vaidyanathan, Sheejith Krishna and Mythili Prakash
hawe comi togethir to re-interpret the dance Mallar’, each recording in thelr own spaces as |
now the new norm.

The tribute includes rare footage of vidwan Lalgudi Jayaraman, a discussion of his life by disi)
Vishakha Har,, messages from eminent musicians: (2 particularly heartfelt message Is frem Us
Amjad Ali Khan wha played his first Carnatic ‘jugalbandi’, while still in his late 305 with the mu
senior Lalgudi i), 2 rare concert in which the maestre has played 15 compasitions in only 1
Ragam - Thedi'. He was accompanied by the legends vidwans Umayalpuram Sivaraman and
Vikku Vinayakram,

Cne of the iconic dance-dramas the maestre composed the music for was Jaya Jaya Devl, whi
toured the US for months in several cities in the 1590s. Daughter Vijaylakshmi remembered b
saying, "It was very popular as people would travel to the next dity Lo see it again!" Music from
this is sung in the tribute,

Truly, as they say, If a musician passes his music on, he is immortal, Lalgudi G Jayaraman lives

[Shailaja Khanna writes on misic, musicians and matters of music)
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The God of violin turns 90 - mumbai guide

The God of violin turns 90

On his 90th birth anniversary, the Lalgudi Trust will celebrate the legend's life through rare
footage, music, interviews and performances by renowned Indian classical artistes

JOVITA ARANHA

owita aranha@mid-cay.com

ITS been seven years

since the Camnat-
ic legend, Lalgudi
Jayaraman, Blv-
en  the moniker,

the God of Violin, W
passed on Yet, his
legacy has continued
w inspire musicians
across generations,

Starting at 12, as an accom
panying violinist to leading
L ‘ maestros, he eventually rose to
the heights of brilliance as aso-
loist. As the world gears to cel-
ebrate his 90th birth anniver-
sary, a three-hour pregramme,

Shankar Mahadevan will
art of the fribute

Lalgudi 90, will be premiered
on YouTube this Sunday. Curat-
ed by the Lalgud| Trust in as-
soclationwith Milapfest
from the UK, and sup-
ported by the Minis-
try of Culture, it will
feature rare unseen
footage, archived
concerts and newly
produced performanc-
es with top artistes.
Key highlights include a
relmagined performance of
Lalgudi's National Award-win-
ning composition Mallari from
the film, Sringaram (2007) and
alse an hour-long segment fea-
turing his disciple and Harika-
tha exponent, Vishakha Hari,

narrating his life at the ances-
tral Lalgudi temple. The violin
cousins of the Lalgudl family
will also perform his rare Var-
nam compositions. The grand
finale, The Thillana, will fea
ture 19 global artistes including
Ustad Zakir Hussain, Bombay
Jayashree and Shankar Ma-
hadevan, among others, paying
tribute tothe legend in a special
music video.

Expressing her joy, Lalgudi
Vilayalakshml, the legend’s vi-
olinist daughter, shares, "Our
dear father impacted gener-
ations as a soloist, violinist,
composer, and guru. For us,
preparing for the celebrations
was a journey of reliving his

L R,

Latgud:Jéyar.mun

)3
V: 2
beautiful memories. Apart
from his students, eminent
personalities from the Carnatic
and Hindustani world came to-
gether to celebrate his life. We
are blessed to pay him a teibute
through Lalgudi 90

September 20, 510 8 pm
youtube,/Lalgudi
Jayaraman - God of Violin
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LIVE | SPOTLIGHT: INDIA
Milap, Lalgudi Trust Celebrate India’s
Hindustani & Carnatic Icon

.'5:.- Music Press Asra .\'f.j_#

22 Septenber, 2020 4:d6pm GMT48 / MYT
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W #lLalgudioo Lalgudi Trust LalgudiBani  LalgudiJayaraman MilapProduction

Maestro musician Lalgudi G Jayaraman is one of India’s most recent classical music contributor, A
trailblazing performer, composer and teacher, Lalgudi has left behind an incredible body of

compositions and a host of distinguished artists that he mentored over the years. And on 17

September 2020, Lalgudi G Jayaraman would have been go years old.
As part of the Sri Lalgudi goth Birthday Celebrations Online, UK's leading Indian Arts & Culture
company — MILAP — in association with the Lalgudi Trust, assembled an extraordinary

ensemble of Indian virtuosos to record a unique version of one of his masterpieces.
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Over the last two weeks, its YouTube channel featured top Indian musicians in a tribute to
Lalgudi in this historic project titled “The Thillana”. Its latest new music video (below) was
premiered two days ago on Lalgudi Jayaraman - God of Violin YouTube channel, featuring an array
of classical Indian instruments and vocal styles from both the Carnatic and Hindustani music
traditions.

N

vy

90" Birthday
Celebrations

, P

Alok Mayak, Director of Milap commented: “The life and music of Lalgudi Jayaraman touches
everyone connected to Indian music, and we've always enfoyed listening to his work, meeting
musicians shaped by him and hearing about his influence. We have especially enjoyed working
with Lalgudi GIR Krishnan and Lalgudi Vijayalakshmi, who over the years have given so much to
Milap’s audiences, students and artists. We have loved taking the opportunity to work on this
project, and can't wait to continue the celebrations of his goth birchday by sharing how much he
meant to the world "

Music is arranged by composer Girishh Gopalakrishnan, with the renowned artists Lalgudi GJR
Krishnan and Lalgudi Vijayalakshmi - all disciples of Lalgudi Jayaraman. It is produced by Milap,
the International Indian Arts & Culture company, bazed in the UK and carried out on
behall of the Lalgudi Trust, Chennai.
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Lalgudi GJR Krishnan & Lalgudi Vijayalakshmi commented: “His music was much ahead of its
time. It rouched the hearts of young and old music lovers alike, the world over. His compositions
are timeless and celebrated by both musicians and dancers, The Thillana has been our fond dream.
We are excited that this is coming true with the support of Milap. Our profuse thanks to the
Brilliant Carnatic and Hindustani wizards who have come together to perform this electrifying
composition as a tribute ro our Gurw.”

So, what is Carnatic Music? Carnatic music is a part of the culture of millions of Indians
around the world. For many of them - practising musicians, dancers and art lovers - Lalgudi G
Jayaraman's repertoire of work plays a central role. He composed countless Thillanas (a thythmie
piece in Carnatic music, generally performed at the end of a concert and widely used in classical
indian dance performances), and this new video will showcase one of his greatest contributions
an iconic, instantly recognisable melody.
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LALGUDI 90 - AN ODE TO A LEGEND

Picture courtesy: Lalgudi Trust

Like me, if you have been exposad to carnalic music and dance, there
s no doubt you would have heard the soulful music of legendary
vialinist and composer Lalgudi Jayaraman! This past week, in a star-
studded affair featuring artists such as Amjad Ali Khan, Sudha
Raghunathan, Aruna Sairam, Vikku Vinayakram, and Zakir Hussain,
we got to see maestros from across the world pay tribute to the
legend on the occasion of his 80th birth anniversary on September
20, 2020. The program also featured priceless archival footage that
took us back in time, and certainly lefl me and many others
emotional. The programme is still up for a few more days for those
who want to watch.
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